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To all Members of the County Council

A virtual ordinary meeting of the County Council will be held at 10.30 am
on Friday, 6 November 2020.

Note: In accordance with regulations in response to the current public
health emergency, this meeting will be held virtually with members in
remote attendance. Public access is via webcasting.

The meeting will be available to watch live via the Internet at this
address:

http://www.westsussex.public-i.tv/core/portal/home

Agenda
1. Apologies for Absence
2. Members' Interests

Members are asked to disclose any pecuniary or personal interests
in matters appearing on the agenda.

3. Minutes (Pages 9 - 34)

The Council is asked to confirm the minutes of the ordinary
meeting of the County Council held on 18 September 2020.

4. Governance Committee: Merger of Planning and Rights of
Way Committees (Pages 35 - 60)

To consider the proposed merger of the Planning and Rights of Way
Committees, in the light of a report by the Governance Committee.

5. Review of Proportionality (Pages 61 - 62)

Further to the proposal at item 4 to merge the Planning and Rights
of Way Committees, and following recent changes to group
affiliation, the County Council has a statutory duty to review the
proportionality on its committees. A brief explanation of the
proportionality rules and how they are applied is set out in the
attached report. A table showing the proportionality following the
changes will follow.

6. Appointments (To Follow)
Following the review of proportionality, to consider proposed

changes by the Groups to appointments. Proposals will be
circulated and changes will take effect from the end of the meeting.


http://www.westsussex.public-i.tv/core/portal/home

Address by a Cabinet Member (Pages 63 - 68)

At the discretion of the Chairman, to receive any address by a
Cabinet Member on a matter of urgency and/or significant interest
to the County Council and which relates to the powers and
responsibilities of the County Council or which affects the Council.

The Cabinet Member for Children and Young People will make a
statement on the Council’s Children First Improvement Plan. A
report is also attached. Members may ask questions of the Cabinet
Member in accordance with Standing Order 2.33.

Petition (Pages 69 - 74)

The Council is asked to debate the following petition in accordance
with Standing Order 3.43(a). A statement by the petitioners
(Appendix 1) and a briefing note by the Director of Highways,
Transport and Planning (Appendix 2) are attached.

Remove the Pop Up Covid 19 Cycle Lanes

‘Remove the Pop Up Cycle Lanes which have been placed in
Crawley.

The Pop Up Cycle lanes which have appeared in Crawley and
throughout Sussex are a blight on the daily commute. They are
hindering FAR more people than it is helping. Motorists are
experiencing further delays to their commutes which is impacting
on local businesses.’

(5 minutes is allocated for the Lead Petitioner, 5 minutes for the
Cabinet Member’s response followed by an opportunity for a
members’ debate of no more than 30 minutes with each member
allowed to speak for a maximum of 3 minutes. At the end of the
debate and before any proposition is put, the Lead Petitioner and
Cabinet Member will each be given 3 minutes for a closing
statement.)

Notices of Motion
(a) Motion on Post-16 Support Services (Pages 75 - 76)

To consider and debate the following motion, submitted by
Cllr M Jones, which was referred to the Cabinet Member for
Education and Skills at the meeting of the County Council on
18 September 2020.

‘This Council notes that the Covid 19 pandemic has impacted
on the education of young people over the age of sixteen in
this County over the last six months or so. Those who have
recently taken A levels, GCSEs and BTec examinations have
had a particularly stressful time due to changes in the way
exams were graded which impacted on choices for onward



(b)

study for some young people. For those who were planning
on seeking employment or apprenticeships after completing
their education, the situation is even worse due to the
current state of the economy.

Now more than ever these students need support to ensure
they do not find themselves Not in education, employment
or training (NEETs). Moreover, given the likely long term
impact of the effects of the pandemic on the economy, it will
become even more important than ever for this Council to be
able to provide support for future generations of school-
leavers.

This Council therefore calls on the Cabinet Member for
Education and Skills to reprioritise funding to enable the
reversal of the decision taken at full Council in February to
reduce the post-16 support service that provides
interventions and careers guidance for young people Not in
Education, Employment or Training (NEETs) and instead to
consider whether current staffing levels are adequate or
should in fact be increased.’

and the report by the Cabinet Member for Education and
Skills.

Motion on Hidden Disability

To consider the following motion, notice of which was given
on 12 October 2020 by Cllr Edwards. Note: The Chairman
has indicated she intends to refer the motion to the Cabinet
Member for Adults and Health for consideration. It will
therefore not be debated at this meeting.

‘Many businesses, emergency services and local authorities
have recognised the Hidden Disabilities Lanyard and West
Sussex County Council should embrace this too. Anyone
with a hidden disability which does not have physical signs,
including learning disabilities, lung conditions and chronic
illnesses can opt to wear a Hidden Disability Sunflower to
show they may require additional help, understanding or
extra time to carry out an action. This symbol allows us to
give them the help and understanding they may need in
their day-to-day lives. This Council calls on the Cabinet
Member for Adults and Health to support the following
commitments;

(1) To officially recognise the Hidden Disabilities
Sunflower.

(2) To officially promote what it stands for and its
importance in breaking stigma.

(3) To help promote Hidden Disabilities Sunflower to local
businesses and encourage them to formally look at



()

(d)

recognising it.

(4) To promote that the council offices are Hidden
Disability friendly and promote the Sunflower on its
buildings so people can identify the Council as Hidden
Disability friendly.

(5) To actively promote and encourage local district and
borough councils, and town and parish councils to
recognise the scheme.’

Motion on Pension Investments

To consider the following motion, notice of which was given
on 13 October 2020 by Clir Michael Jones. Note: The
Chairman has indicated she intends to refer the motion to
the Pensions Committee for consideration. It will therefore
not be debated at this meeting.

‘In line with the principles previously supported by this
Council in taking strong local action to address the climate
emergency and recognising the strength of public opinion, as
evidenced by the large demonstration at the full County
Council meeting in February 2020, this Council calls on the
West Sussex Pensions Committee to take all necessary steps
to divest all of its investments from fossil fuel companies as
soon as practicable.’

Motion on Council Investments

To consider the following motion, notice of which was given
on 20 October 2020 by ClIr Millson. Note: The Chairman has
indicated she intends to refer the motion to the Cabinet
Member for Finance for consideration. It will therefore not be
debated at this meeting.

‘This Council welcomes the fact that the Pensions
Committee’s investment managers have signed up to the
United Nations Principles of Responsible Investment which
has been set up by the United Nations Environment
Programme Finance Initiative (UNEP FI) to encourage asset
owners and asset managers to:

e incorporate environmental, social and governance (ESG)
issues into investment analysis and decision making;
be active owners;

e seek disclosure of ESG issues; and
promote the principles within the industry.

This Council therefore calls on the Cabinet Member for
Finance to follow the lead of the Pensions Committee and to
ask the Council’s investment advisers to ensure they follow
the United Nations Principles of Responsible Investment for
all of the Council’s investments. This will ensure that West



(e)

(f)

Sussex County Council achieves a more ethical investment
policy by incorporating matters like human rights and
environmental issues, such as reducing reliance on fossil
fuels (in line with the Council’s Climate Change Strategy),
into its investment decisions.’

Motion on Milk at School Break Time

To consider the following motion, notice of which was given
on 16 October 2020 by Clir Michael Jones. Note: The
Chairman has indicated she intends to refer the motion to
the Cabinet Member for Education and Skills for
consideration. It will therefore not be debated at this
meeting.

‘This Council notes that the number of families relying on
support from food banks in some parts of the county has
increased by as much as 80% in the last 12 months and that
there has been a county-wide increase in applications for
free school meals over the last six months compared to last
year.

This Council also believes the provision of school milk
provides a nutritional boost and keeps children hydrated
between breakfast and lunch, helping them to concentrate
and learn.

This Council therefore calls on the Cabinet Member for
Education and Skills to work with the Cabinet to provide
funding to enable the reversal of the decision to cease
providing morning break time school milk for the over 5s for
2020/21 with effect from September 2020. It calls on him to
utilise the savings achieved over the past six months as a
result of members not having to travel to meetings to meet
the cost.’

Motion on the Economy

To consider and debate the following motion, notice of which
was given on 20 October 2020 by Cllr Boram.

‘West Sussex County Council:

(1) Notes and embraces the challenges and requirements
involved in balancing the needs of public health and
economic growth, with the requirement that the latter
has to be clean, green and sustainable;

(2) Notes that the balancing of public health, economic
growth and other considerations generates a diversity
of opinion in the scientific, medical and government
community, and therefore believes that the widest
range of views should be considered by central
government decision-making forums;



(3)

(4)

(5)

(6)

(7)

(8)

(9)

(10)

Recognises its role in supporting clean, green and
sustainable economic growth and welcomes the
feedback so far received on its Economy Reset Plan,
which is designed to support these objectives;

Recognises the severe impact of Covid-19 on the West
Sussex economy including but not limited to the
aviation, travel, events, hospitality, horticulture and
adult social care sectors;

Notes the prevalence and importance of some sectors
in parts of the West Sussex economy and sees
opportunities for jobs growth through targeted
investment in new and innovative initiatives;

Welcomes the creative and imaginative nature of
central government economic support initiatives
including the furlough scheme, self-employed income
support, sector-specific VAT reductions and ‘Eat Out to
Help Out’;

Welcomes the establishment of the Global Travel
Taskforce and looks forward to the publication of the
Government’s Aviation Recovery Strategy;

Commends the efforts of West Sussex businesses to
adapt to the new normal and expresses its support for
all enterprises in these difficult times;

Acknowledges the importance of the local growth
deals and thanks partner organisations for their
participation in them; and

In its advocacy role asks the Cabinet to make the
following requests to central government reflecting a
number of current priorities:

(a) To assist the hospitality sector by minimising the
application of lockdown measures, consistent
with the maintenance of public health, taking into
account local R rates and other local factors;

(b) Make further reforms to the taxation of digital
businesses to achieve a better levelling of
opportunity between digital and physical
enterprises;

(c) Bring forward initiatives for airport Covid-19
testing to assist in limiting the application and
impact of quarantine;

(d) Maintain sector-specific furlough and self-
employed income support;



(9)

(e) Support continued investment in our digital
infrastructure including hard-to-reach rural
premises, welcoming the progress that has been
made to date in our county;

(f) Ensure that the pre-Covid-19 agenda around
adult social care reform is resumed;

(g) To articulate clear and confidence-building
messages on the role and utility of public
transport with renewed emphasis on rural
connectivity;

(h) Apply clean, green, climate change and economic
diversity and resilience considerations in the
awards of funding for economic recovery; and

(i) Support investment in reskilling and retraining to
assist with diversifying and creating a sustainable
economy.’

Motion on provision of Free School Meals in School
Holidays

Under Standing Order 2.46, to consider the following motion
submitted by Clir Michael Jones, notice of which was given
on 26 October 2020. Note: The Chairman has indicated she
intends to refer the motion to the Cabinet for consideration.
The motion will therefore not be debated at this meeting.

‘This Council expresses disappointment that the Government
has voted against providing free meals for children entitled
to free school meals in the October 2020 half term and
during future school holidays. This Council also expresses
disappointment that none of the West Sussex Members of
Parliament who took part in the Parliamentary vote
supported the proposal to provide meals during future school
holidays, with seven of the eight actively voting against.

This Council recognises that the on-going pandemic is
causing hardship and poverty for many families within West
Sussex and calls on the Cabinet to follow the example of
other councils around the country to step in and provide free
meals for children entitled to free school meals during future
school holidays during the current pandemic.’

Note to members on reason for urgency

Due to the timing of the Government’s vote on providing
free meals for children entitled to such meals in the October
half term and during future school holidays, the County
Chairman has agreed that Clir Jones may submit the motion
under Standing Order 2.46 but has decided to refer it rather



10.

11.

12.

than accept it for debate on this agenda.

Lunch (In the event that the morning business is finished
before lunch the afternoon business will be brought forward
as appropriate.)

Proposed Modifications to the Soft Sand Review of the West
Sussex Joint Minerals Local Plan (Pages 77 - 110)

The County Council is asked to consider and approve the Proposed
Modifications to the Soft Sand Review of the West Sussex Joint
Minerals Local Plan, in the light of a report by the Cabinet Member
for Environment.

Question Time (Pages 111 - 116)

Questions to the Leader and Cabinet Members on matters
contained within the Cabinet report, written questions and any
other questions relevant to their portfolios. Members may also ask
questions of the Leader on anything that is currently relevant to
the County Council. The report covers relevant Council business or
developments in respect of portfolios arising since the meeting of
the Council on 18 September 2020. A supplementary report may
be published.

(2 hours is allocated for Question Time)
Report of Urgent Action (Pages 117 - 118)
To note urgent action taken under regulation 11 of the Local
Authorities (Executive Arrangements) (Meetings and Access to

Information) (England) Regulations 2012.

County Council concludes

Items not commenced by 4.15 p.m. will be deferred to the
following meeting.

Director of Law and Assurance
28 October 2020



